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tapha-Kemal's noble dream of a resurgent Turkey
with M. Venizelos* no less noble dream of an
equally, if not more, resurgent Greece. Mr. Lloyd
George was consistently pro-Greek, and his policy
prevailed over Mr. Churchill's frequent and well-
argued misgivings. A Greek defeat in the heart of
Anatolia was followed by a disheartened retreat
towards the sea; and in September, 1922, swift
Turkish victory reversed the peace treaty, swept the
Greeks out of Asia, and bore down upon the Allied
Army of Occupation in the neutral zone of Con-
stantinople and the Dardanelles. It was an extremely
unpleasant situation; and Mr. Churchill had con-
tinually questioned the policy from which it sprang.
But situations must be faced, and he was no less
reluctant than most of his colleagues to yield to
Turkish force what might be conceded to Turkish
argument. The British position at the Straits was
quite defensible, and the Cabinet resolved to defend
it. On their instructions the Colonial Secretary
drafted an enquiry to the Dominions, inviting their
association with the British action and oflFers to send
Dominion troops to defend the Dardanelles. He also
obliged his colleagues by composing a reasoned
statement of the case for publication in the press,
which unfortunately reached the Dominions in ad-
vance of the official enquiry and consequently caused
some embarrassment. At Chanak the French and
Italian contingents were withdrawn by an obscure
manoeuvre of French diplomacy, leaving the British
to confront the rising flood of Turks. There was
no reason to suppose that an attack could not be
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